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expelled from the Congress Executive and had no control on the organizations
of the various departments of the constructive programme. The only alterna-
tives to Council-entry open to them were, either to go into retirement or start
independent organizations to carry on the constructive programme, neither
of which would have helped the cause.
(d)    "Entry is premature."    I am afraid I do not quite grasp this objec-
tion.   If it means that we should have waited till we got swaraj it begs the
whole question.   As for a "constant, almost irresistible temptation  to depart
from truthfulness and non-violence in the atmosphere of the Councils", all I
can say is that I have perceived no difference in the Council atmosphere from
that outside the Councils,   The "strain"   on discipline will   certainly not be
more prolonged in the Councils than it is sure to be in the long expectation of
Civil Disobedience.
(e)    "Khilafat   and   Punjab   causes."     Apart  from   the   fact that these
causes are practically dead, I do not see what special connection there-is between
them and the question of entry into the Councils.
The above are the principal reasons given by Mahatmaji against the entry
of Congressmen into the Councils. A few other points are mentioned in passing
in the course of the general remarks that follow the main reasons. After ack-
nowledging the "brilliant victories of the Swarajists", Mahatmaji proceeds to
point out that all that the Swarajists have done could be achieved "before non-
co-operation", that we could, "not merely get a Gandhi released, but many Has-
rat Mohanis and all Punjab prisoners" by "fairly directed agitation" and that
there is not "much in the khaddar demonstration, or in keeping so many
Moderates out*'. "The machinery of the Government goes on unchecked with
or without the Moderates and in spite of obstruction." In adopting this line
of argument, Mahatmaji has done less than justice to himself. The Swarajists
have never taken any credit for the release of Mahatmaji or the demonstra-
tion of khaddar, but they have certainly succeeded in keeping the Moderates
out which the boycott of Councils under Mahatmaji's programme could not
achieve. I agree that the real machinery of the Government goes on unchecked^
but we claim that we have taken out the false and ornamental parts of 1&e
machinery and exposed its true character to the world. If it was right to
send thirty thousand of our workers to gaol simply to establish the fact that
the visit of the Prince of Wales was forced upon a discontented people, it WSM
certainly worth something to expose the continuing fraud practised day to day in
in the name of the representatives of the people.
The unHndest cut of all is contained in the sentence: "It was not to
be expected that the Swarajists could be convinced by any argument." AH I
can say is that the Swarajists in all humility claim to exercise their own j^dg^
meat and have not yet heard anything that could carry conviction to them*,
After this Mahatmaji makes one or two more observations which
be notfced.  He says, "I wotild enter tfee Councils only if I could believe